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Sputnik-3 


This is the thirty-ninth* in a series of articles about un- 
manned satellites on postage stamps. This article features 
the Sputnik-3 satellite launched on 15 May 1958 as the third 
in the Russian Sputnik series, as an upper-atmospheric, 
ionospheric satellite. ý 


Question: Why are we covering Sputnik-3 when we have not 
yet covered either Sputnik-1 or 2? Sputnik-1, being the first 
of earth’s artificial satellites, has been featured on probably 
more postal items than any other un-manned space item. 
To cover that satellite, would be a tremendous task, one 
which the authors choose not to confront at this time. Also, 
Sputnik-2 was a biological spacecraft, which holds less 
interest for the authors than Sputnik-3, a physics/research 
satellite, more in line with the theme of most of the articles 
in this series. 


Sputnik-3 washes last in a series of four satellites launched 
as part of the Sputnik programme of the Soviet Union and as 
a planned contribution to the International Geophysical Year 
(IGY, 1957-1958). The three satellites that reached orbit 
were Sputnik-1, 2, and 3. The fourth satellite was a failed 
first launch of Sputnik-3 that took place on 27 April 1958, not 
long before the successful launch of Sputnik-3. 


As a scientific satellite, Sputnik-3 contained 12 instruments 
providing data on pressure and composition of the upper 
atmosphere, concentration of charged particles, 
measurements of cosmic rays and magnetic and electrostatic 
fields, as well as meteoric particles. Sputnik-3 also detected 
the outer radiation belts and remained in orbit for about 2 
years. 


Sputnik-3 is shaped like a cone, and about 3.5 m long. 
Distinguishing features include paper-clip-like antennas on 
its sides, as well as extending from its base. Most of the 
postal items showing Sputnik-3 show these features. This 
early Soviet spacecraft was not held in secrecy, like some of 
the other early missions, where the look of the satellite was 
not known and purposely disguised by a propaganda image 
that can be found on several postal items. 


A checklist of postal items identified as showing the Sputnik- 
3 satellite —(http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/dey, 
Sputnik-3.htm) is available on the Website developed by the 
authors for the un-manned satellites featured in this series 
of articles (http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/dev/hill 


s.htm). The Website includes images of the Sputnil 
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* You haven't missed anything: Parts 37 and 38 still await 
publication in The Astrophile, hence the out of sequence number 
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3 satellite, as well as images of launch covers and other 
postal items that feature this satellite. E-mail 
correspondence with the authors is welcome. Don Hillger 
can be reached at hill: u and Garry Toth 
at h@ il. 
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